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      EcoAssist Association

      15, Gaetano Donizzetti str, 2nd district 

       Bucharest, zip: 020181 

       Romania, EUROPE

To: The United Nations

In attention: COP 15 organization committee

Dear Sirs,

With the approaching environmental summit in Copenhagen, the environmental NGOs from Romania would like to bring forward a request to include the urban ecosystems’ situation on the discussion panel. 
It is true that the climate changes are mostly visible in natural ecosystems and it is also true that the efforts undertaken so far to counteract these changes have not yet been productive. As expected, this battle would be taken on more ambitiously when the turn might come for more cities to suffer from severe pollution, intensified by the effects of climate change. However, we would like to avoid this scenario and render you aware that the current state of urban development, the reduction of urban green spaces and the high greenhouse gas emissions form intense traffic are issues that become more concerning to citizens world wide. 
We believe these aspects should be taken into consideration now, during the COP 15, before it becomes too late. The urban development, the urban green spaces and the public transportation system must be linked directly in the current context of climate change. We believe that currently only few cities have truly engaged into the sustainable urban development process and this concerns an increasing number of citizens world wide.
To begin, let us take a look at the institutional set up. At this time we can identify two guidelines more familiar to us, one with global coverage and the other just at the European Union level.

The World Health Organization recommends that each city provide at least 26 square meters of green space per capita. However, reality shows that many cities do not possess this minimum requirement. And yet most of these cities continue to diminish their existing green spaces in their urban development process. In most cases this turns cities into toxic living places and its inhabitants into sickness prone people. Thus the cities become the places that people want to escape from when possible, but we gradually see that nature is no longer an ideal place to escape to, as climate change affects everything.
We are aware that this target is not achievable everywhere, but it nevertheless is important that there be certain rules for preserving the existing green spaces and rules for ensuring a sustainable urban development worldwide. 
As far as the European Union is concerned, we can identify the principles for the sustainable development that stress out: 
· the necessity to preserve the Earth’s capacity to support life and its diversity 

· the respect of the Earth’s natural resources’ limits 
· ensuring a high level of environment protection and improvement 
· the prevention and reduction of environment pollution
· the promoting of sustainable production and sustainable consumption to exceed the border between economic growth and ecological degradation 
It is safe to say that these principles are rarely put in practice, as most local authorities do not have the experts, the legal obligation or sometimes the financial means to truly preserve the urban environment. It is thus our belief that the urban development, the urban green spaces and the urban transportation system should be taken into consideration during the COP 15 meetings. 
We need a clear direction for the health and protection of the urban environment.

We need a clear direction for the health and development of urban green spaces.
We need a clear direction for the efficiency and development of public transportation systems.
We need to define clear sustainable urban development targets.
We also need to make sure that our cities and our way of life does not affect the natural ecosystems that surround us.
For this reason, we believe it is imperative that the urban development, the urban green spaces and the public transportation system be placed on the COP 15 topic list. 

In the context of climate change, the urban development can either amplify or diminish the toxic effects on people, wildlife and the natural ecosystems upon which we depend on so greatly. It is up to our leaders to decide in which direction things will head on.
As coordinator of SAVE THE GREEN SPACES campaign, EcoAssist NGO, together with 12 environmental NGOs across Romania, believe that it is absolutely imperative that all the states take into consideration the true sustainable urban development. We also believe that it is necessary to set up specific targets and measures to achieve them in order to ensure the health of people, wildlife and the natural ecosystems. 

So that our cities do not turn into a jungle of pollution.
So that people and wildlife do not become victims of their own development.
Kind regards,

Liana Buzea

EcoAssist Association President

Initiator and coordinator of SAVE THE GREEN SPACES campaign.

Mobile: +40 721 623 524

E-mail: Liana@EcoAssist.org

Postal address: 

15, Gaetano Donizetti str, 

Bucharest, 2nd district, 

Romania, Europe

zip code 020181

website: www.EcoAssist.org

Here is also the contact list with the NGO partners for the SAVE THE GREEN SPACES campaign.
ECO-CIVICA Foundation



Save Bucharest Association
Dan Trifu





Nicuşor Dan

Vice-president





President 
mail: ecocivica@yahoo.com



mail: ndan@dnt.ro

Save The Danube and Delta A.C.


ALMA-RO Association
Costel Popa





Eliza Teodorescu

Executive Director




Executive Director
mail: costel.popa@salvatidelta.ro


mail: eliza@alma-ro.ngo.ro

Terra Milleniul III Foundation



Kogayon Association
Ioana Ciută





Florin Stoican

Executive Director




President
mail: ioana.ciuta@teraiii.ngo.ro


mail: office@kogayon.ro

Sighişoara Durabilă Association


Rhododendron Association
Hans Hedrich





Laszlo Szakacs

President 





President
mail: sighisoara_info@yahoo.com


mail: sz.rhodo@gmail.com

Civitas Nostra
Association



MARE NOSTRUM Organization
Varga Istvan





Mihaela Cândea

President 





Executive Director
mail: civitas.nostra@gmail.com

           mail:mihaela.candea@marenostrum.ro

The Cicloturism Napoca Club



The Civic Bucureşti Group
Radu Mititean





Mariana Duma

Director Executiv




Lider

mail: office@ccn.ro




mail: mariana.duma@gmai.com

Organization of Students for Nature
Cristian Damian

Preşedinte

mail: cristi_damian@ospn.ro

�








